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OMEGA-NET Statement Conclusions
Statement developed in the closing (online) meeting April 6-7, 2022

Mission
Work is an important part of everyone’s life, and it is of paramount importance that safe and healthy workplaces are provided for everyone. In order to ensure this mission, we need to understand when the work environment poses a risk for health and what needs to be done to mitigate this risk. The OMEGA-NET COST Action has created a network to optimise the use of occupational, industrial, and population cohorts in Europe for research to provide scientific evidence to contribute to safe and healthy work environments.

Available resources 
The OMEGA-NET consortium has created three important resources:
1.	An inventory of cohorts with data on occupational exposures. The inventory is available as open access database with as of to date detailed descriptions of more than 150 cohorts with well over 10 million workers
2.	An inventory of exposure tools is also publicly available, consisting of about 40 job-exposure matrices, 11 exposure databases, 30 occupational coding systems and 3 coding cross walks.
3.	Several protocols for harmonization of exposure and of health outcomes have been published, guiding future studies in occupational health.
In summary,	the OMEGA-NET COST Action has created a large amount of open research tools that promote development and use of FAIR research infrastructure in Europe.

Capacity building in occupational health research
[bookmark: _GoBack]The OMEGA-NET consortium consists of over 300 participants from 40 countries, mostly from Europe. Through many working groups, training schools, seminars, workshops, and short-term scientific missions the Action has contributed to spreading of excellence and inclusiveness in occupational cohort research throughout Europe. The intensive collaborative activities have contributed to capacity building in countries where occupational health is less well-developed.

Dissemination and exploitation in OMEGA-NET
The legacy of OMEGA-NET targets three specific stakeholders:
1.	Researchers in occupational health
The OMEGA-NET COST Action has provided scientific coordination and momentum on important topics in occupational health in Europe. The availability of occupational cohorts and exposure tools will serve as a rich platform to be used in existing cohorts and new studies all across Europe.
2.	Policy advisors
The open research tools can be used to provide the most comprehensive overview available on trends in exposure and work-related disease and on health risks of occupational exposure. The harmonization on most pressing current topics, for example on precarious employment and burnout, provides guidance for policy development.
3.	Occupational health practitioners
The basic information on exposure patterns across jobs and associated health risks, as determined in cohort studies, can serve as the basis for any workplace risk assessment, and therefore contribute to developing strategies to safeguard workers’ health.


Plans for the future
The success of the OMEGA-NET Cost Action will contribute to addressing current and future challenges in occupational health:
1.	The OMEGA-NET COST Action endorses the Health Environment Research Agenda for Europe (HERA) including priority areas of: rapidly changing work and employment conditions, climate change and worker health, ageing workers, new technologies and chemicals, working time, changing employment patterns and precarious employment, mixed exposures and biomonitoring, work-life balance and neglected work-related diseases.  It also endorses the HERA research agenda to further establish a coordinated and harmonized infrastructure of existing and future epidemiological cohort studies in Europe.
2.	The OMEGA-NET COST Action seeks to sustain its work to connect scientific and stakeholder communities in Europe, and to promote increased and sustained funding for research on occupation and health and strengthened research infrastructure.
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